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THE PRESIDENT
SPEAKS

Column will resume in April

FERS SICK LEAVE
CREDIT GAINED
Several civil service improve-

ments long sought by NARFE
were included in the Fiscal Year

| 2010 Defense Authorization bill

signed into law by the President
on Oct. 28, 2009. Included
among those provisions were:

*Re-employment of federal re-
tirees without offset of annuity.

*FERS employees permitted to
initially credit half, and in 2014
all, of their unused sick leave
toward retirement.

*FERS employees who return to
federal service may re-deposit
their annuities and receive
credit for years of service.

In her comments, NARFE Na-
tional President, Margaret Bap-
tiste said “We have strongly

| supported the concept that all
| federal civilian retirement pro-

grams credit unused sick leave
toward retirement.”

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Wed. Jan. 27, 2010
House of Hospitality
Joe Butler

We b. 201
Physical Therapist
Dave Sterr

Wed, Mar. 24, 2010
Senior Center
Dick Robinson

Wed. Apr. 28, 2010
Social Security and Medicare
Peggy Olding

Meetings are normally held at
11:30 A M., every 4th Wed at
the Bemidji American Legion
Club, 217 Minnesota Ave .

“NARFE DUES”
REFERENDUM FAILS

In a Dec. 9, 2009 note to key
NARFE officers, National Presi-
dent, Margaret Baptiste, stated
“Our members have spoken: 65.41
percent voted for, and 34.59 per-
cent voted against. Having failed
to receive the necessary two-thirds
majority of votes cast, the referen-
dum was defeated. We mailed
1,508 ballots to our chapters and
delegates-at-large. Out of this
total of 1,508, 224 ballots were
invalid (wrong number of votes, no
signatures, etc.), and 256 ballots
were not returned. We will post
this in the February issue of
NARFE magazine.”

As Chapter 1049 members know,
the referendum vote was of high
interest. If the referendum passed
and the Minnesota Federation By-
Laws, Art. II, Sec I, Revenues,
remained unchanged, Minnesota
chapters stood to lose a large
share of their member’s dues.
This was the subject of an unsuc-
cessful attempted resolution by
Chapter 1049 at the last state con-
vention to change or repeal that
section. Whether or not to file
another resolution concerning that
section remains an issue.

EDITOR’S

We had some success in our
2009 recruiting contest. Two chap-
ter members each recruited one
new member. Lee Skunes recruited
Ed Dahl and Del Lindseth recruited
Dick Wolfe. Winner of the $50 prize
was Del Lindseth whose name was
drawn at our Dec. 2nd. Christmas
Party. He donated the $50 to Alz-
heimer’s. I would like to thank the
recruiters who gained us new mem-
bers and also I would like to thank
those members who worked hard,
but were unsuccessful.

The OPM payer’s number to use
on your 2009 Minnesota Tax Form
M-1W, Line 2, Column B is at the
far left of this page (1450834).

Winter 2010

KEEP YOUR MIND SHARP
2009 NEW MEMBERS

Jerome Carlson................ Lengby
Judy Christenson............. Shevlin
Ann Czupryna................. Bemidji
Edwin Dahl...................... Bagley
Howard Dalager....... Saint Hilaire
Raell Dybsand.................. Sebeka

Anneliese Lundberg......... Bemidji
Katherine McDermott....... Bemidji

Dennis Murphy............... Bemidji
Ginger Passa............... Newfolden
James Patten.................. Bemidji
John Pontarelli.................... Trail
Stanley Sundquist........... Gonvick
Scott Schoenfelder............ Bemidji
Gretchen Swenson............ Bemidji
Alice Westra.................... Walker
Daniel Whipps................. Bemidji
Donna Wilcox............ Park Rapids
Dale Wolden.................... Bemidji
Dick Wolfe...................... Bemidji
Donald Yoder................ Menahga

CORNER

Those of you who had the in-
creased Medicare Part B pre-
mium of $110.50 deducted from
your January 1st federal annuity
check know that I was wrong in
the last issue. As I reported in
October, the House, on Sept. 24th
passed H.R. 3631 to hold you
“harmless’ of the increase, but as
of print date of this newsletter
the Senate has not acted on this
bill. Because there is no COLA
for 2010, the present law keeps
Medicare Part B premiums at
$96.40 for Social Security recipi-
ents. Federal retiree annuitants
not receiving Social Security pay-
ments are not included in that
law. Your two Senators need to
hear from you now.






