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THE PRESIDENT
SPEAKS

First, let me begin by thank-
ing each of you for the confi-
dence and trust you have placed
in me by selecting me as your
chapter president. [ remain
convinced that the Bemidji
chapter is the strongest and
best represented chapter within
the state. KEach time | attend
our meetings | am impressed,
not only by the quality of the
presentations, but by the active
participation of so many who
attend our meetings. With an
average attendance of approxi-
mately 40 members at every
chapter meeting, I am also will-
ing to bet that few chapters
have a stronger per capita par-
ticipation.

Much of this has to do with the
leadership of your past and pre-
sent NARFE board. I have been
involved in many organizations
over the past 40 years, and have
rarely, if ever, seen such com-
mitment. From the careful se-
lection of our speakers to the
aggressive recruitment and re-
tention of new members, every
effort is made at the highest

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Wed. Oct. 28, 2009
Program Planning for 2010
Lowell Pierce

Wed. Dec. 2, 2009
Christmas Party
Mavis Winger and The Happy
Wanderers

Wed. Jan. 27, 2010
To Be Announced

Wed. Feb. 24, 2010
To Be Announced

Meetings are normally held at
11:30 AM., everv fth Wed at
the Bemidji American Legion
Club, 217 Minnesota Ave .

Autumn 2009

NEW CHAPTER 1049 OFFICERS
At far left, Dist. 6 Field Officer, Carolyn Billing swears in Chapter 1049 offi-
cers, Treasurer Evert Wickstrom, Secretary Richard Robinson, Membership
VP John Hurlbert, Legislative VP Donna Kimmes, President Joe Butler and
outgoing President Donna Eichstad at the July 22nd. chapter meeting.

professional level. More impor-
tantly perhaps, | have witnessed a
strong bonding and friendship
among the entire chapter member-
ship, seldom seen in any organiza-
tion of its kind. For this reason |
consider my selection as chapter
president a true honor. Please be
assured that I will do whatever is
necessary to continue making our
chapter a leader in the NARFE
community. Again, I thank you
for this honor. I look forward to
working with each of you.

Joe Butler, President

EDITOR’S

Recruiting Contest

How about some competition for our

first entrant, lLee Skunes, who re-

cruited Ed Dahl of Bagley. He may

win the drawing for the $50.00
prize on Dec. 2nd., but don’t let him
win it by default. Just pick out
someone eligible, give them a call
and ask them to join NARFE. The
hardest part is picking up the
phone. If you need an application
blank or have any questions, call
me right away at 218-751-8981.

Medicare Part B Premium
NARFE supported

protect all Medicare beneficiaries
from an increase in their Part B

legislation
passed the House (H.R. 3631) to

H.S. Senior from Nevis
wins $1000 Scholarship

Michael Kempnich of Nevis, MN
won a NARFE Scholarship of
$1000 for his essay on “People
choose federal service for a variety
of reasons. What would make fed-
eral service most appealing to you
and why?” He plans to attend the
University of Minnesota. He was
entered by his grandmother,
Shirley Kempnich, NARFE Chap-
ter 1370, Aksarben-Omaha, NE.

CORNER

premium in 2010. There will be
no COLA in 2010. Without the
legislation, those federal retr-
ees not eligible for Social Secu-
rity would have to pay the Part
B rate hike. Part B premiums
will remain at $96.40 monthly.

FEHBP Open Season

Open Season for the Federal
Employees Health Benefit Plan
will be held from November 9,
2009 to December 14, 2009.
2010 premiums for employees
and retirees are available on the
OPM web-site at: http://www.
opm.gov/insure/health/rates/
index.asp The November and
December issues of NARFE will
have much more information.






